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LAW ON RADIO TELEVISION

I
PROVISIONS ON BROADCASTING

Article 1

Broadcasting activity includes production and creation of radio and television programme, transfer of programme through radio-relay earth, cable and satellite communications and transmission of programme through earth and satellite transmitters and cable distribution system.

Radio and television organizations, which perform the activity in accordance with regulations on public information, on systems of communications and on this law, are established for performing broadcasting activity.

Article 2

For performing broadcasting activity the Public enterprise is founded for territory of Republic of Serbia.

Public enterprise for performing broadcasting activity for one or more territorial units can be founded by assemblies of those territorial units.

Article 3

Radio and television organization can be founded by physical or legal person, the residence of which is on the territory of the Republic of Serbia and which is granted the use of radio frequency according to regulations on systems of communications and other regulations.

Article 4

Request to use radio frequencies that are at the disposal of the Republic of Serbia shall be submitted to the Government of the Republic of Serbia.
The request must include:

1. The proof that submitter of the request has residence on the territory of the Republic of Serbia;
2. Programme guidance and plan of the programme;

3. The proof that general manager and editor-in chief of programme is the citizen of the SFRY;

4. Survey on technical means for performing activity, which fulfil condition for being technically and technologically connected in united system;

5. Opinion of the competent republic organ for traffic and communications about technical possibilities for performing the activity and for use of radio frequency in the scope of submitting the request;

6. The proof about ownership on means for performing the activity and the manner of financing the activity.

The Government of the Republic of Serbia evaluates submitted request and grants the use of radio frequency on the basis of Law on Public Information and Article 5 and 13 of this law.

Article 5

If more submitters submit requests for the same zone of broadcasting their programme, the priority shall be given to one, the programme’s guidance and the plan of programme of which contribute to informing of the citizens in the area of broadcasting, free formation of opinion, to educational and cultural creativity and whose self-produced part of programme is the biggest as well as whose technical conditions provide higher quality of programme.

For use of radio frequency there shall be introduced pecuniary amends. The Government of the Republic of Serbia’s by-law determines the amount of amends.

Article 6

Radio frequencies may be granted only through public bid, except for radio broadcasting activity of the Public enterprise established by this law.

Article 7

On the basis of plan and possibilities of radio broadcasting system, the Government of the Republic of Serbia examines which frequencies are free and once a year officially publishes a public bid for use of frequencies in which it adduces radio frequency, locality and conditions for use of radio frequency.

Deciding upon and granting the use of radio frequency will be done within 3 months from the day the public bid is published.

Article 8

Use of the same radio frequency may be granted to a larger number of users, in which case daily timetable for use, broadcasting power and direction shall be determined.

Article 9

Period of radio frequency use lasts 10 years at the longest, except for frequencies used by Public enterprise established by this law.

Use of radio frequency will be canceled if it is not in accordance with the plan of radio broadcasting system and internationally coordinated frequency plan and if it interrupts programmes, which are of importance for the Republic.

Article 10

One can be dispossessed from the use of radio frequency in following circumstances:

1. If the user has given the incorrect data;

2. If radio broadcasting activity has not began within six months;

3. If radio broadcasting activity has been interrupted longer then two months;

4. If the user has violated the law;

5. If it jams the programmes important for the Republic of Serbia;

6. If tenor of the activity and assignment of the programme have been changed i.e. if there has been deviation from the programmes guidance and the plan of the programme;

7. If the user does not adhere to conditions under which he/she has been given the license.

One shall be dispossessed of unlawful property benefit gained by activities from the item 1 of this law.

Article 11

The Government of the Republic of Serbia nominates the commission, which examines requests for use of radio frequencies and suggests decisions on their use i.e. their dispossession or canceling.

Precise conditions, proceedings and performing of expert activities for this commission are to be established by decision on its establishment.

Article 12

The user of radio frequency and cable distribution system, at the request of competent state organs, undertakes radio and television programmes, the spreading of which is urgent and important for the citizens and is relating to danger for life and health of the people, their property or defense and security.

Article 13

During performing their activity radio and television organizations create non party radio and television programmes, which impartially, professionally, authentically and timely inform citizens, contribute to meeting their educational, cultural and other needs and interests, contribute to free formation of opinion of listeners and viewers and stimulate creativity in all areas of social life.

The part of self-produced radio and television programmes shall not be less then 50% of total broadcasted programme. 

Television organizations shall provide at least 10% of domestic films in total film programme.

Provisions from the item 2 of this law are not referring to companies from the Article 3 of this law, which by contract undertake programme of the Public enterprise of Radio television of Serbia.

Commercial and propaganda programmes of radio and television must be clearly and recognizably separated from the ordinary programmes and those programmes are not allowed to advertise political and religious aims, tobacco, alcohol and medicines.

Article 14

Radio broadcasting activity is performed in united technical and technological radio broadcasting system of the Republic of Serbia.

Public enterprise established according to this law takes care of providing technical and technological unity of radio broadcasting system for realization of its programmes and performs duties it is entrusted with by the Government of the Republic of Serbia.

Article 15

Mutual rights and obligations of public companies and other radio and television organizations with regard to use of radio frequencies and transmitters, production, transfer and transmission of programmes, creation of joint programmes as well as other relations are regulated by the contract.

II 
PUBLIC ENTERPRISE RADIO TELEVISION OF SERBIA

Article 16

For performing broadcasting activity, which is of importance for the Republic of Serbia a public enterprise is founded, bearing the following firm name:

· “Radio television of Serbia”, abbreviated “RT Serbia with p.o.”, which has the seat in Belgrade, 10 Takovska Street.

Article 17

Radio television of Serbia creates and produces radio and television programmes for the citizens of the Republic, transfers and broadcasts programmes through network of transmitters, repeaters, satellites, cable networks and other devices on frequency scopes, which belong to the Public enterprise, exchanges programmes and takes part in joint programmes with other radio and television organizations, maintains and develops technical basis of transmitting and transferring system, brings in and uses new technologies in this area and performs duties, which provide unity of radio broadcasting system.

Radio television of Serbia performs broadcasting activity on the territory of the Republic through three television (VHF and UHF) networks, four ultrashort-wave radio (UKT-FM) networks, two medium-wave radio (ST) networks and short-wave (KT) networks.

Radio television of Serbia performs broadcasting activity on the territory of the Autonomous region at least through one television network, at least through one ultrashort-wave radio network and two medium-wave radio networks.

Radio television of Serbia performs broadcasting activity on the territory of the city of Belgrade through television network and ultrashort-wave radio network and on the territories of other territorial units on the radio frequencies in accordance with the plan of radio broadcasting system.

Article 18

Radio and television programmes of the Radio television of Serbia include news, cultural, educational, scientific, entertaining and other contents. 

Radio television of Serbia provides accessibility of its programmes and takes care of their audibility and visibility on the territory of the Republic of Serbia.

The priority in providing of audibility and visibility of TV programmes is given to underdeveloped and bordering municipalities, especially undeveloped bordering municipalities.

Article 19

Radio television of Serbia prepares and realizes radio and television programmes in order to:

1. Authentically, professionally, impartially and in time inform citizens and to contribute to free formation and expression of listeners and viewers opinions;

2. Contribute to recognition of national values of Serbian people and other people and nationalities which live in the Republic of Serbia, to draw together and imbue cultures of people and nationalities in the Republic of Serbia, Yugoslavia and world;

3. Inform timely about current events in the world and about scientific, cultural and other civilization achievements;

4. Contribute to general education, health care education and protection of environment, to expert raising of citizens and spreading of knowledge in all areas;

5. Inform about scientific activities and stimulate overall scientific creativity;

6. Develop culture and art creativity and to provide the top quality of artistic programmes;

7. Promote human, moral, aesthetic and artistic values;

8. Contribute to meeting of entertaining, recreation, sports and other needs of citizens;

9. Contribute to spreading of communications with Serbs living out of Serbia;

10. Take care about presentation of cultural heritage and art creativity in the country and abroad;

11. Keep radio and television recordings, which are of cultural and national interest;

12. Present contents, which are of interest for youngsters;

13. Inform our citizens abroad, members of Serbian ethnic minority in neighbouring countries and emigrants;

14. Contribute to informing the foreign public;

15. Contribute to development of domestic cinematography and participate in production of domestic films;

16. Provide quality and adequate representation of foreign programmes.

Article 20

Radio television of Serbia performs its activity through its parts - units of the company, that is:

1. Radio television Belgrade, which performs duties of preparations and production of radio and television programme for the territory of the Republic of Serbia;

2. Radio television Novi Sad, which performs duties of preparation and production of radio and television programme for the territory of the Autonomous Region of Vojvodina in Serbo-Croatian language and language of nationalities;

3. Radio television Pristina, which performs duties of preparation and production of radio and television programme for the territory of the Autonomous Region of Kosovo and Metohija in Serbo-Croatian language and language of nationalities.

Parts – units of the company perform duties through the united “Broadcasting techniques and communications”, which executes duties of broadcasting and transfer of programme, cable distribution system and satellite broadcasting, duties regarding development of technical and technological system and other duties from this area.

Parts of the company from this Article have certain authorities in legal traffic as well as special business balance account.

Article 21

Statute of Radio television of Serbia precisely regulates inner organization, manner of working, rights and obligations of journalists while performing duties regarding public informing, activities regarding planning of development, advertising, investing and researching and informational activities, other activities and other duties of the Radio television of Serbia.

Statute establishes rights and obligations of parts-units of the company in legal traffic, authorizations of parts-units of the company in view of disposing of the means used in business, manner of profit and personal incomes distribution, measurements for providing of rational and efficient performing of the activity, manner of use of means, rights and obligations in creation of joint programmes and other questions important for the activity of the Radio television of Serbia.

The Government of the Republic of Serbia confirms the Statute of the Radio television of Serbia.

Article 22

Property at the disposal of Radio television of Serbia is states property.

Means used for performing of the activity regulated by this law which are at the disposal of Radio television of Serbia can be converted into other types of property in the manner and during proceedings regulated by special law, the decision on which is brought by Managing committee in concordance with the Government of the Republic of Serbia whereas share of the state capital in total capital of the Radio television of Serbia cannot be less than 51%.

Other means at the disposal of Radio television of Serbia can be converted into other types of property without limitations in the manner established by the item 2 of this Article.

Public enterprise Radio television of Serbia may establish special mixed property joint-stock companies for performing of commercial and other activities, with possibility of issuing internal shares, whereas state property shall remain major. 

Article 23

Radio televisions of Serbia organs are Managing Committee, General manager and Supervisory Committee.

Managing Committee is organ for managing and has 17 members who are nominated by the Government of Serbia after acquiring the opinion of competent committee of National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, and which is constituted of 12 members who are experts in fields of broadcasting activity and recognized cultural, scientific and public workers and 5 members who are experts from the Public enterprises structure.

The Government of Serbia nominates the President of Managing Committee.

Article 24

Managing committee of the Radio television of Serbia performs following activities:

1. Manages the company and is responsible for business and other activities of the company;

2. Adopts the Statute of the company in concordance with the Government of the Republic of Serbia;

3. Establishes annual and medium-term business policy and annual company’s business plan in concordance with the Government of the Republic of Serbia;

4. Adopts reports on business activity and periodical and annual accounts;

5. Establishes plan of the radio and television programme;

6. Decides upon profit distribution;

7. Decides upon the manner of covering the losses of the company’s units, whereas the means of some company units cannot be used for covering the losses of other company units losses;

8. Passes investment plans;

9. Nominates and acquits managers of company’s units, by means of public competition, at the proposition of general manager;

10. Decides upon investing capital in foundation of new companies and upon buying shares;

11. ERASED – with 55/93;

12. Gives consent to Act on company’s systematization;

13. Establishes principles of behavior in radio and television programmes and principles during election campaigns;

14. Performs other duties established by the Statute.

Article 25

The Government of the Republic of Serbia nominates General manager of the Radio television of Serbia in public competition.

General manager represents the Radio television of Serbia, organizes and manages the working process and manages business activity of the company, provides legality of working and business activities of the company, executes decisions of the Managing committee, manages Board of managers and performs other duties regulated by law and the Statute.

Article 26

Units managers organize, co-ordinate and control working process in company’s units and organized units, represent company’s units in the manner established by the Statute and perform other duties established by the Statute.

General manager and company unit’s managers constitute a collegiate organ, which co-ordinates activities of the company and perform other duties established by the Statute.

Article 27

Editor-in-chief nominates editing collegian and imposes tasks to journalists and other workers. 

Article 28

Supervisory committee of the Radio television of Serbia consists of five members who are nominated by the Government of Serbia where two of them are from the Radio television of Serbia.

Supervisory committee supervises business activity of the company and informs once a year the Government of the Republic of Serbia about it.

Article 29

Activity of the Radio television of Serbia, which refers to activities established by this law, which are of general importance, is financed from the Republic budget. For performing of other activities from the frame of its main activity Radio television of Serbia gains money from the commercial income and other sources in accordance with the law.

Share of economic and advertising programme in radio and television programme cannot be more than 20% of total programme and it must be recognizably distinguished from the common programme. 

Act of bankruptcy cannot be carried out on the Public enterprise. If conditions for opening and carrying out of act of bankruptcy on units of the Public enterprise appear, the founder takes measures for providing extra means for uninterrupted work of the Public enterprise and guarantees for its obligations.

Article 30

For financing the activities of general importance there have been introduced the rate for electricity meter.

Rate collected from users on the territories of Autonomous regions belongs to parts-units of the company for production and broadcasting of the programmes for the Autonomous regions and the amount of that rate is set aside for the programmes for the territory of the Republic and for the expenses of maintaining and development of the broadcasting equipment and communications.

Rate is used for production, transfer and broadcasting of the programme, for informing the inhabitants, for technical and technological development and creation of programme in the case of direct war danger, war and other extraordinary circumstances.

Due to special importance of the cinematography and its status in the culture of Serbia, the amount of 1,5 % rate is headed for the protection and production of domestic films. These means will be used on the basis of annual programme, which is harmonized by Radio television of Serbia and Ministry for Culture.

Rate is also used for financing a part of the activity of public companies, which perform regional and local radio broadcasting activity in transmitting joint programmes of importance for the Republic, maintaining transferring and broadcasting devices and realization of technical unity and development of radio broadcasting system. 

The amount of rate, which is set aside for the assignment from the item 5 of this Article, is established by contract.

Article 31

Electricity meter taxpayer is the holder of electricity meter with low voltage from household and legal personality category (0,4 kV II degree).

Rate is paid monthly per a household or a company electricity meter, amounting to the price of 1 kWh of electricity accounted according to more expensive tariff in given season, determined by the tariff system for sale of electricity adopted by Public Enterprise Elektroprivreda Srbije, multiplied by 100.

Article 32

Rate for electricity meter is charged by electricity distribution companies integrated and simultaneously with charging the delivered electric power and it is expressed in the account given to the consumer of electric power as distinct paragraph – the rate for electricity meter.

In the case of partial payment of electricity bill (advance payment included) it shall be regarded proportional payment on basis of both rate for electricity meter and delivered electric power.  

Permit of discount, freeing of charge for electric power of particular categories of consumers, including those who were until now free of paying RTV fee and other conditions concerning paying electric power in accordance with regulations on electric-power industry shall also be applied in charging rate for electricity meter.

Article 33

Means gained by charging the rate for electricity meter decreased by 4% for charge of expenses are paid in at the latest on the next day from the day of charging, on the special account of the Republic, which is registered in Ministry for information and are daily transferred to giro-account of Public enterprise - Radio television of Serbia.

Article 34

For special encrypting of the programme and services introduced to users in the country and abroad, Public enterprise Radio television of Serbia provides the means from fees in accordance with the contract signed with users.

III 
SUPERVISION

Article 35

Supervision on carrying out of this laws provisions and regulations passed upon this law is performed by the Republic administrative organ.

IV 
PENAL PROVISIONS

Article 36

Electricity distribution company which does not settle up the account or incorrectly settles up the account rate for electricity meter or does not pay in the settled up account rate on regular account or within regulated term (Article 33) will be charged for commercial offence and fined in at least 15.000 new dinars up to the highest amount established by the law on commercial offences.

For the activities from the item 1 of this Article, also the responsible person in Electricity distribution company will be charged for commercial offence and fined in at least 1.000 new dinars up to the highest amount established by the law on commercial offences.

Article 37

Radio and television organization will be fined for the offence from the Article 12, Article 13, item 5 and Article 29, item 2 of this law in 500 to 10.000 new dinars.

Also the responsible person in Radio and television organization will be fined for the offence in 50 to 1.000 new dinars.

V 
TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 38

The existing radio and television organizations, which cannot provide 50% of self-produced programmes, can perform the activity within three years if they have 20% of self-produced programme.

Article 39

Means and property for establishing and work of Public enterprise represents means and property of the Radio television Belgrade, Radio television Novi Sad and Radio television Pristina stated upon balance sheet state on December 31st, 1991.

Existing and planned radio and television frequencies and channels, which were used or planned by radio broadcasting system to be used till the day of this law comes to force by the Radio television Belgrade, Radio television Novi Sad and Radio television Pristina, are taken over by the Public enterprise and it provides their use in order to transfer and broadcast radio and television programmes.

Radio television Serbia starts working on January 1st, 1992.

Article 40

On the first day of its work, Radio television Serbia takes over the means, rights, obligations, and employees of the company from the Article 39 of this law.

From the day this law enters into force, companies from the Article 39 of this law cannot abalienate or encumber the property, sell or increase capital by issuing shares or employ new workers until Managing committee is nominated.

Article 41

Managing committee, Supervisory committee and General manager will be nominated by the Government of the Republic of Serbia within 60 days from the day this law enters into force, and the Statute will be passed within 90 days this law comes into force.

Article 42

Until Managing committee and General manager are nominated, the Government of the Republic of Serbia nominates acting general manager, acting manager of company’s units and acting editors-in-chief of the programmes. 

Article 43

On the day Public enterprise is registered in court register book, companies from Article 39 of this law will seize to work.

Article 44

On the day this law enters into force, provisions of the Articles 31 to 36 and Articles 38 to 46 and Article 83 of the Law on public information (“Official Gazette SRS”, No. 6/90) and Law on Radio television Pristina (Official Gazette SAPK”, No. 37/77) and regulations passed upon them will stop being valid.

Article 45

This law comes into force on the 8 days from the day it is published in the ”Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”.

